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DISCLAIMER

This eBook was designed by our team at Directory Maximizer to provide
information about Directory Submissions. Directory Maximizer is a part of the
parent company Maximizer e-Services (P) Ltd., which helps individuals &
companies in their online marketing efforts. While every effort has been made to
make this eBook as complete and accurate as possible, Maximizer e-Services (P)
Ltd., its subsidiary companies and their employees are in no way liable for any
actions that could result from use of the information contained in this eBook.
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INTRODUCTION TO SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION

The main aim of every online business is to achieve good visibility. Making an
impression in the vast expanse of the World Wide Web is not an easy task to
accomplish. A great amount of time and effort must be invested in the attempt to
get a website to rank high in the search engine rankings. The higher a website
ranks, the more popular it becomes as a direct result of which, the volume of
traffic to the website is increased.

The process of optimizing a site for it to rank high on the search engines is
known as search engine optimization or SEO. This is a long and winding process
and new aspects to SEO are constantly being uncovered. The basic process of
SEO can however, be divided into two parts — on page optimization, or the
things that need to be done to optimize the internal structure of the website — and
off page optimization which refers to all the processes involved in optimizing the
external environment of the website.

An important element of off page optimization that will help in increasing a
website’s visibility is that of building links from quality online directories. This is
one of the oldest, most convenient ways of building links that has stood the test
of time. This eBook is intended to tell you all that you need to know about
directories, their importance and their relevance even in today’s era of search
engine dominance.
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INTRODUCTION TO DIRECTORIES AND DIRECTORY
SUBMISSIONS

To start off, it is important to first understand the meaning of the word directory.
A directory is a list of people or services organized either alphabetically or
according to categories, or both. The telephone index or yellow pages for
example, contain lists of people or businesses of a particular area, usually listed
alphabetically. Similarly on the internet, you could find several kinds of ‘web’ or
‘online’ directories. These directories list websites according to relevant
categories and sub categories.

Not all websites on the internet are listed in web directories just as not all
businesses are listed in the yellow pages. Webmasters or website owners would
first have to submit their website details to a few web directories in order to be
listed in at least one, if not all of them. The process of submitting website details
in order to be listed in a directory is known as directory submission.
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THE IMPORTANCE AND BENEFITS OF DIRECTORY
SUBMISSIONS

As mentioned right at the beginning, the success of a website is a direct outcome
of its online visibility. This task of making a site ‘visible’, not only to people, but
also to the search engines, involves lots of hard work and constant link building.

Links are greatly valued by search engines especially in determining the ranking
position of a website. The more the number of quality, one-way links a website
has, the higher will be its rank on the search engines. Although there are several
other factors that influence search engine rankings, link building is considered to
be one of the most important of all. Getting a large number of one-way links
from relevant and quality websites however is no easy task.

One of the simplest ways to build links to your site is by submitting your site to
good quality directories. This involves finding an appropriate category under
which to submit your site and then, entering a few essential website details such
as the URL, titles, descriptions and keywords associated with your website.

Almost every site that is submitted to a directory would have to go through a
manual review process wherein the directory’s editor checks the details entered,
and assesses whether the site has enough unique and relevant content to be
given a directory link. Any link received from such directories, would naturally
be of a higher value since these directories make that extra effort to ensure that
quality is not compromised.

When your site receives a link, it will be placed under the most appropriate
category in the directory, which makes it easier for the search engines to find and
judge the relevance of your site. The titles entered for submissions become the
‘anchor _text’ or the ‘link text’ with which directories link to your site. The
description that you enter will be displayed under the title.
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The screen shot that follows is an example of how a listing in a directory would look:

The title submitted was ‘Steel Frame Buildings & Warehouses’ which has become the link
to the site. The brief description seen under the link would have been the description
entered while submitting the site.

B o - http:AfAwwm buildingssteel.com
- Manufacture and assemble steel framed buildings, bridges, grandstands,

wik | rnolti-storey car parks as well as high bay warehouses, commmercial and
industrial buildings

Knowing that the titles you submit become the links to your site, you could enter
titles in such a way so as to target specific key terms or phrases for which you
want to rank. Search engines read and classify your website based on the anchor
text of the links, thus helping you achieve higher search rankings for the terms
you have targeted in your anchor text.

There are four main benefits of making directory submissions. They are:
Getting your website indexed/found by the search engines:

Search engines like Google and Yahoo send out crawlers to search the web for
new sites that come up each day, by crawling through links from one site to
another. An ideal way to draw attention to these new sites would be to have
them submitted to web directories. When search engines send out their ‘spiders’
or ‘crawlers’, they would find your links in these directories, thus making it
easier for them to ‘index’ or find your site.

Getting Permanent One-way Links; Higher Search Engine Rankings:

Links are a very important factor as far as rankings for a site are concerned. One-
way inbound links are more valued than links that are exchanged between sites.
Most directories send out permanent one-way links. The number of relevant
links pointing to your site plays a crucial role in increasing your site’s search
engine ranking. Hence if your site receives links from relevant category pages in
qguality directories, this would to a certain extent boost your search engine
ranking position.

Targeting specific Keywords or Phrases:

Since directories use the titles that you submit as links to your site, you could use
this to your advantage by targeting specific keywords or key phrases in the titles.
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Thus, every directory link you get will be with relevant text that would help
search engines classify the theme of your site and have it ranked higher for those
terms.

Directory Submissions can be made free of cost
Since most directories allow sites to be listed in them completely free of cost, it
would make business sense to have your site submitted to as many search engine

friendly directories as possible.

Given these benefits, building links through directories is an option that every
website owner should seriously consider.
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COMMON MYTHS ABOUT DIRECTORY SUBMISSIONS

Directories are no longer important today

If you have been concerned about the rumours doing the rounds over the last
several months regarding the declining importance of directories, here’s a post
from Google engineer Matt Cutts himself, conveying the message that as long as
links are from quality directories, they will still be valued by search engines.

Screenshot:

2 How to contact matt cutts? {View Single Post) - Mozilla Firefox

File Edit Wew History Bookmarks Yahoo! Tools  Help  delicio.us

TAG |'-‘|5' htkp: /fforums. digitalpoint. com] -

Join Date: Jul 2006
{ M [ Location: Bay Area, California, USA

Recent Blog: Review: kit-In Box Posts: 15
Fean ]

Here's what I've said about directories recently:

"0 Hey, as long as we're talking about directories, can you talk about the rale of
directories, some of whom charge for a reviewer to evaluate them?

d: I'll try to give a few rules of thumb to think about when looking at a directory. When
considering submitting to a directary, I'd ask questions like:

- Does the directory reject urls? If every url passes a review, the directory gets closer to
just a list of links or a free-for-all link site.

- What is the guality of urls in the directory? Suppose a site rejects 25% of submissions,
but the urls that are accepted/listed are still quite low-quality or spammy. That doesn't
speak well to the quality of

the directory.

- If there is a fee, what's the purpose of the fee? For a high-quality directory, the fee is
primarily for the time/effort for someone to do a genuine evaluation of a url or site.

Those are a few factors I'd consider. If you put on your user hat and ask "Does this seem
like a high-gquality directory to me?" you can usually get a pretty good sense as well, or ask
a few friends for their take on a particular directory.”

&5 far as the toolbar PageRank, I definitely wouldn't expect to see it in the next few days.
Probably not even in the next couple weeks, if I had to guess,
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